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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
December 18, 2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C, 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Blackwood et al. 4,725,249. Regarding claim 33, Blackwood et al. discloses a method 
for assembling an outlet box including a housing defining connector access opening, the 
housing also including a first connector mounting location positioned adjacent the 
connector access opening and a second connector mounting location recessed within 
the housing relative to the first connector mounting location, the method comprising: 
providing a connector holder 600 adapted for holding a plurality of telecommunications 
connectors; selecting one of the first and second connector mounting locations; and 
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mounting the connector holder at the selected one of the first and second connector . 
mounting locations. 

Regarding claims 32 and 34, Blackwood et al. discloses an outlet box 
comprising: A) a connector holder 600 for holding a plurality of telecommunications 
connectors; B) a housing 400 defining a connector access opening; C) means for 
mounting the connector holder at a first location in the housing that is adjacent to the 
connector access opening; and D) means for mounting the connector holder at a 
second location that is recessed within the housing relative to the first location, wherein 
a user can mount the connector holder at either one of the first and second locations.- 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 103 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all * 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Robinson et al. 5,781 ,686. Regarding claim 22, Robinson et al. disclose an outlet box 
10 comprising: a housing 36,28 including a first side positioned opposite from a second 
side, at least one of the first and second sides forming a base 28 of the housing, a 
peripheral wall that extends between the first and second sides of the housing, the 
peripheral wall including, a first portion having a first outer face that extends between 



Application/Control Number: 09/495,655 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2833 

oppositely positioned first and second edges, the first and second edges being oriented 
to extend between the first and second sides of the housing, the first portion defining a 
connector access opening longitudinally between the first and second edges of the first 
outer face, a second portion having a second outer face separate from the first outer 
face, the second outer 158 that is elongated and that extends face being configured to 
extend about a periphery of the housing from the first edge to the second edge; a 
connector holder 30 connected to the housing and positioned 
adjacent to the connector access opening of the housing', and C) at least three break- 
outs 40 provided on the second portion of the peripheral wall, the break-outs being 
adapted to form openings in the peripheral wall that face outward from the housing in' 
different directions. Robinson does not disclose at least four breakouts in different 
directions. However, Robinson discloses the break-outs can be adapted to form 
openings in selected sides of the walls, (col. 5, line 55). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify the connector of Robinson with additional 
breakouts, since it has been held that mere duplication of of essential working parts of a 
device involves only routine skill in the art. St Regis Paper Co. V. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 
8. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-3,5-21,23-31 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The Examiner agrees with applicant's remarks Dated Dec. 19, 2006. 

Response to Arguments 



Application/Control Number: 09/495,655 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2833 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Briggitte R. Hammond whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2006. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. and Alternate 
Fridays from 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). , . 



Conclusion 
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